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Introduction
Ignorance of money management and the
meaning of money often sets young people on
a path of financial hardship, resulting in anxiety,
marital discord, depression, and envy.
People in financial stress often believe more
money would solve their woes. But while money
is necessary, our personal character and habits
are just as important. There are numerous stories
of people who earned hundreds of thousands of
dollars a year, yet upon losing their job, could
not survive for half a year on their assets. Usually,
our main problem is not an insufficient income;
it is our own laziness, ignorance, or short-sighted
perspective.
This book presents us with a foundational truth
on which to build our financial lives: “The earth
is the Lord’s . . .” (Psalm 24:1).
God owns everything. At the same time, He
has made us stewards of His goods. As stewards
responsible to God for our use of His resources,
our top priority is to glorify Him and build His
ix

Kingdom. We are accountable to God in all things.
In this book, Gary Miller explains how to track
your income and expenses, prioritize your spending
according to Kingdom values, and live within the
constraints of your income and priorities. You will
be inspired to focus on serving God and others
first, leaving your financial future in God’s hands.
Whether you are rich or poor, the principles
here can free you from an obsession with money
and set you on a path to financial competence
and contentment.
—Elmer Stoltzfus
Leola, Pennsylvania
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Chapter 1

What Happened to
Our Money?

A

mos1 ripped the overdraft statement from the
envelope, glanced at it, and crumpled it in his
fist. “This has got to stop,” he growled as he stalked
back to the house from the mailbox. Yanking open
the back door, he shouted, “Mandy! I’m tired of
these bank overdrafts! Why do you keep spending all our money on stuff we don’t need? Now
you wrote a check for
$65 at the fabric store
when there was nothing
in the account.
You’ve got to
quit spending
money!”
“Don’t talk to me
1

Amos and Mandy are an imaginary couple.
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about spending money,” Mandy snapped. “We
would’ve had plenty, but you just had to buy that
new rifle last month! And it might help if you balanced the checkbook sometimes, like other men
do. How am I supposed to know how much is in
there?” She turned and left the room.
Amos flopped into a chair and un-crumpled the
overdraft statement, smarting from Mandy’s parting shot. He was weary of bickering over money
all the time. A year ago, when they had married,
life had seemed so simple. With a good job at a
local construction company, Amos earned at least
as much as other young couples in their community. Yet here they were, out of money again.
With Mandy expecting a baby and their finances
constantly out of control, the future was starting
to look scary.
Amos looked out the window, thinking. Almost
every month they faced some kind of financial
problem. Why did they always have trouble with
money? Did every young couple struggle like this?
Usually, the only time Amos and Mandy talked
about money was when there wasn’t enough of it,
but now Amos wondered if they should be paying
more attention to their finances. How could they
afford to have children? They had already borrowed
2

from Mandy’s parents, and they had nothing saved
for the future. How would they ever purchase their
own home?
The Problem
Many young couples start out like Amos and
Mandy. The husband gets a job,
Many young couples
the wife mandon’t begin talking
ages the affairs
about finances until
at home, and
they have a problem.
they don’t begin
talking about finances until they have a problem. They buy the
things their friends are buying and do the things
their friends are doing, yet they have never really
discussed long-term goals for their family.
Imagine a carpenter trying to build a house this
way—he brings the lumber to the building site,
cuts boards to shorter lengths, and starts nailing
them together. He doesn’t have a set of plans,
but he has observed other carpenters doing these
things, so he assumes if he goes through the same
motions, a nice house will emerge. What kind of
structure would this carpenter build? It would be
a mess, wouldn’t it?

“

”
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We all understand that you cannot build a house
without a plan of some kind, yet we easily forget
that this same principle applies to our finances.
Life is full of choices. We walk into a store or open
a catalog and see many things we would like to
have. How can we decide which items to purchase?
How do we know what we can afford? If there is
enough money in our checking account, does that
mean we can buy something? If others are buying
these things, does that mean we should too? We
obviously need a plan to guide us through our
many financial decisions, but how can we create
such a plan? What reference points should we use?
The Bible has much to say about money and
possessions. Within it we find teaching on ownership, sharing with others, and planning for the
future. It contains powerful warnings regarding
debt and accumulating earthly wealth. It teaches
us the importance of a good work ethic and how
to relate to our employers. As followers of the Lord
Jesus, we need to look closely at what He has to
say on this topic.
Maybe you are just starting out on your own and
have never given much thought to money; or maybe,
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like Amos and Mandy, you are having financial
difficulties now. Whatever your situation, God has
a plan for your home, and His Word can guide you
in working through everyday financial decisions and
developing a Kingdom-focused vision.
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