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the Wall
Introduction—



The city of Samaria was under siege. It had been surrounded by 

the Syrian army, and the inhabitants were slowly starving. The 

bible tells us that during this time several men decided to 

go to the Syrians and plead for mercy. These men were lepers—the 

outcasts of Samaria. They realized that death from starvation was 

imminent and they had little to lose. So one night they headed toward 

the Syrian army’s camp. as the men cautiously approached the outermost 

tents, their minds must have raced with possible entreaties. no doubt 

they fully expected to be annihilated by the enemy, and the most they 

could hope for was a quick and merciful death.
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We can only imagine their shock when they discovered that the 

invaders had fled in haste, leaving all their belongings, food, and 

wealth behind. Imagine the sight! Starving men suddenly surrounded 

by an abundance of food and wealth. how they must have attacked that 

food! The bible says they satisfied their immediate hunger and then 

began hurriedly carrying their newfound treasures to places of hiding.

but in the middle of running back and forth, they must have stopped 

and looked at each other in disbelief. “Why, it was just yesterday that 

we were starving! Just yesterday we were longing for a crust of bread, 

and now we have more food than we can store. Just a short time ago we 

were preparing to die, and now we have more wealth than we can carry.”

 and then they saw the wall.

right beside them was the city wall. In the middle of their festive 

merriment, they had forgotten that just over that wall, others 
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were still starving. They had forgotten the dying children, the 

emaciated bodies, and the ravaging hunger. They had forgotten the 

discouragement, the misery, and the pain. They had forgotten the other 

side of the wall.

When they finally came to their senses, they said to each other, 

“Something is not right here. We are suffering from overeating, have 

more things than we can use, and are already struggling with storage 

dilemmas. and just over that wall, people are starving!”1

our world today has many similarities to this biblical account. a few 

of us have too much. We struggle with obesity, have difficulty getting 

closet doors shut, and have more bibles around the house than time to 

read them. meanwhile, on the other side of the wall, masses of people 

lack clothing, nutritious food, and a christian witness. Some children 

are told to clean up their plates, while others have never seen a full 
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one. It is a world of astonishing imbalance.

If you live in the United States of america, you are living in an 

amazing time and place. In fact, it is so unusual that it is hard to 

develop accurate viewpoints and a proper perception of our world. 

americaa has experienced peace and prosperity for so long that its 

citizens have come to view affluence as normal, and plenty as a 

universal right. even those regarded as poor in the United States have 

what they need. never has there been a country or a time in history 

so prosperous, and it epitomizes the wealthy side of the global wall.

Sometimes it’s good to back up and get a clearer picture of global 

reality. To do this, we will look at four basic areas:

a  In this book, america always refers to the United States of america.
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